
UAE’s Innovation Strategy

2nd ASQ SA Conference, Delhi

1-2 Dec.  2017



Purpose

To share with you United Arab 
Emirates National Innovation Strategy 

and Framework with few inspiring 
stories of implementation.
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• Aligned with UAE vision 2021

• UAE Vision 2021 “ aims to 
make the UAE among the 
best countries in the world by 
the Golden Jubilee of the 
Union ”

UAE National Innovation Strategy

H.H. Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice-

President and Prime Minister 
of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai
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Global Competitive Index 2017 – 2018
World Economic Forum – UAE
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UAE Rankings

Overall – 17/137
Innovation: 25/137



• “To be among the most 
innovative nations in the world”.

• Aspiration: “Culture of 
innovation is embedded 
amongst individuals, companies 
and governments.”

• UAE’s current ranking on Global 
Innovation: 36th / 143.

UAE National Innovation Vision
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UAE NIS Framework
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Innovation Champions –
Innovative Individuals
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Innovation Champions –
Innovative Companies & Institutions
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Innovation Champions –
Innovative Government
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UAE Innovation – Sector : Transportation
Hyperloop @ 1200 Kms./ hour.
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Success Stories (Illustration)
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UAE NIS – Other Initiatives (Illustration)

 Leadership by Prime Minister’s Office
 Ministry of Future
 Innovation function created in all Federal & 

Emirates Govt. departments. Innovation 
Champions in each Govt. Department

 Government services Centers without people
 Innovation Standard developed 
 Dubai 10X initiative
 Disruptive Thinking
 Collaboration with worlds leading innovation 

companies
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UAE NIS – Other Initiatives (Illustration)

 UAE National Innovation Week – Talks, Ideas, 
Exhibitions….

 Staff trained in Innovation – locally & globally
 The Model Centre
 Innovation policies and frameworks developed by 

Government & Private sector.
 Used EFQM model to drive innovation
 Innovation Awards launched – ASQ, Dubai 

Quality Group, etc.
 Innovation focused Conferences, Forums, 

Summits, including World Quality Day has 
Innovation theme… 13



Thank You

Sunil Thawani
Member, ASQ Board of Director,

United Arab Emirates
contact@qualityindeed.com


